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FRENCH MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY 
A week on the history of mathematics 
(Marseilles, CIRM, 6-10 June, 1983) 
By Jean Dhombres 
Institut de Mth&natiques et d'informatique, 
Vniversitg de Nantes, 
2, rue de la Houssini&e, 
44072 Nantes Cedex, France 
The French Mathematical Society and the French Society for 
the History of Science and Technology organized an entirq week 
in Marseilles devoted to the history of mathematics (organizer: 
J. Dhombres, Universite de Nantes). The main purpose was a ped- 
agogical one: to describe for future workers in the history of 
mathematics, but whose personal training is mainly in mathematics, 
what the main fields and methods are in the history of mathematics. 
As varied a range of domains as possible was described by special- 
ists without entering into too many technical details. Various 
debates helped to shed light on controversies and conflicting 
attitudes of researchers. 
Approximately 60 people attended the meeting. The proceedings 
will be published with papers in French and English. The debates 
will also be reproduced. The titles of the main sessions, which 
were all supported by debates, and the names of the various speak- 
ers were as follows: 
Mathematics during the 17th Century (de Gandt, Murata, Barreau) 
Mathematical Communities (Demidov, Youschkevitch, Dhombres, 
Lamandg) 
Mathematics in the Far East (Iyanaga, Martzloff, Chemla) 
Mathematics after 1850 (Dieudonng, Benis-Sinaceur, Gray, 
Bottazzini, Crgpel) 
Foundations of Mathematics (Cassinet, Grattan-Guinness, 
Grosholz, Flegg) 
Sources in the History of Mathematics (Van Dingenen-Donay, 
Caveing, Taton, Knobloch, Youschkevitch) 
Combinatorics, Probability and Statistics (Griffiths, Schneider, 
Djebbar, Crgpel) 
Applications of Mathematics (Grattan-Guinness, Dahan, Petrel, 
Emner ) 
The Structure of History of Mathematics (Russo) 
Mathematics in the Middle Ages: Europe and Moslem Countries 
(Chemla; Grant, Jaouiche, Souffreu) 
Geometry and Topology: Genesis and Teaching (Laurent, Brutor, 
Bkouche). 
